01-18-23 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA

PREPARED 11-18-22

PAGE1OF1
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: Conference Room on 10t floor of City Hall, 161 W Michigan Avenue, Jackson, Michigan

I. Callto Order
II. Roll Call
[ll. Adoption of the Agenda
IV. Approval of the minutes for the 11-16-22 meeting.
V. Election of Officers
i. Chair
ii. Vice Chair
iii. Secretary
VI. Determination of 2023 Priority Issues
VII. Committee Assignments
VIIl. 2023 Priority Issues Committee Discussions

IX. Revisions/Updates of Environmental Action Plan (EAP)

Link to Current EAP: https://www.cityofjackson.org/DocumentCenter/View/9374/EAP---Updated-021622

X. Old Business

Xl. New Business

XIl. Citizen Comments (3 minute limit)

Xlll.  Commissioner Comments

XIV.  Next Meeting — Wednesday, 02-15-23 at 6:00pm

XV. Adjournment



ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 11-16-22 MEETING

MINUTES (PREPARED 11-18-22)

PAGE 1 OF 3

Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2022

Time: 6:00 pm

Place: Conference Room on 10™ floor of City Hall, 161 W Michigan Avenue, Jackson, Michigan

l.

VI.

Call to Order Chairperson Kazmier called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.

Roll Call

Present: Commissioner Will Forgrave (Sixth Ward Councilmember), Commissioner Kelsey Heck
Wood (Vice Chairperson), Commissioner Jacob Inosencio, Commissioner Kevin Lund and
Commissioner Kelli Kazmier (Chairperson).

Absent: Commissioner Jane Flores and Commissioner Chelsea Poole
Staff: Troy R White, City of Jackson Engineering

Also Present: None.

Adoption of the Agenda

Motion made by Commissioner Inosencio and supported by Commissioner Heck Wood to adopt the
agenda as presented was approved unanimously.

. Approval of 10-19-22 Meeting Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Heck Wood and supported by Commissioner Forgrave to approve the
minutes for the 10-19-22 meeting with the Roll Call amended to clarify that Commission Inosencio
was absent was approved unanimously.

New Business

a) Motion made by Commissioner Heck Wood and supported by Commissioner Inosencio to approve
the 2023 Meeting Schedule as presented approved unanimously.

Old Business
a) Grant Applications -NOAA Environmental Literacy Program Presentation

Commissioner Kazmier made a presentation based on the attached slide show.



Environmental Commission
11-16-22 Meeting Minutes
Page 2 of 3

Discussion:

Commissioner Forgrave stated that the library is a potential community partner with experience
with grant applications and administration.

Commissioner Inosencio related that Grow Jackson has managed the gardening program at the
King Center.

Commissioner Inosencio suggested that the development of tree canopy may be more fundable
than urban farming as it captures more carbon and is more quantifiable.

Commissioner Forgrave stated that there is a need for more info regarding an LED certification.
Commissioner Kazmier explained that LED may include city staff completing worksheets that are
then reviewed and analyzed to make recommendations and comparisons with other communities

and provide a map for future actionable items to reduce the City’s environmental impact.

Commissioner Lund stated that the process is helpful to understand where improvements can be
made.

Commissioner Kamier suggested that the Commission’s experience with refuse collection and the
figures generated by that work has help create an awareness. The process of generating data
has value as it generates awareness and makes the information readily available for use in future

grant applications.

Commissioner Kazmier stated that the issue of grant applications will be revisited in January 2023
when the commission does the annual issue prioritization and committee assignments.

VII.2022 Action Items

a) Refuse and Recycling Committee Report and Discussion

Commissioner Kazmier stated that she is unaware of ward meetings or other movement on the issue.
Commissioner Forgrave concurred.

b) Sustainable Procurement

This action item was previously tabled.

However, Commissioner Kazmier related that the USDA has a sustainable procurement program for
their own use and for use by local agencies. Her initial impression based on a first quick read is that
the program appears to be reasonable and not overbearing. The Commission could ask City Council
to implement the USDA’s program or a modified version thereof.



c)
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Urban Forestry Committee Report and Discussion

Commissioner Inosencio explained that he had drafted a memo regarding a forester or arborist
position at the City. He explained that he would like the memo to be a launching pad for pursuing a
Tree City USA designation. The Tree City USA designation is a recommendation contained within the
Environmental Action Plan (EAP).

Commissioner Inosencio read the text of the proposed memo (attached). Motion made by
Commissioner Heck Wood and supported by Commissioner Forgrave to approve the text and send to
the City Manager was approved unanimously.

Commissioner Kazmier suggested that the pursuit of the Tree City USA designation be a priority for
2023.

Commissioner Kazmier then requested that all commissioners consider their priorities for the coming
year and prepare for a discussion of priorities in January 2023.

VIll.  Citizen Comments

Peter Bormuth gave comments regarding climate change, solarization of City facilities such as the
water treatment plants and community centers, and the lack of consideration for the animals that
resided in the trees removed from Mount Evergreen Cemetery. Mr. Bormuth also inquired of
Commissioner Kazmier’s opinions of certain Hillsdale College policies.

. Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Flores provided written comments via email to Mr. White regarding her support for
urban forestry, her observation that trees are being removed without a discernible effort to replace
them and the need for a City arborist. She also suggested that the Commission give consideration to
the Cascades lagoons and bee farming initiatives.

Next meeting

Motion made by Commissioner Inosencio and supported by Commissioner Kazmier to cancel the
November 16, 2022 meeting and meet next in January according to the approved 2023 meeting
schedule was approved unanimously.

XVI. Adjournment

Motion by Commissioner Heck Wood and supported by Commissioner Lund to adjourn approved
unanimously. Meeting ended at 6:47 pm.



CITY OF JACKSON ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

2023 MEETING SCHEDULE

APPROVED 11-16-22

Meetings of the Environmental Commission will be conducted on the 10t floor of City Hall at 161 W
Michigan Avenue. Meetings will commence at 6:00pm on the following dates:

Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Wednesday, February 15, 2023
Wednesday, March 15, 2023
Wednesday, April 19, 2023
Wednesday, May 17, 2023
Wednesday, June 21, 2023
Wednesday, August 16, 2023
Wednesday, September 20, 2023
Wednesday, October 18, 2023
Wednesday, November 15, 2023

Wednesday, December 13, 2023
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CITY OF JACKSON ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

161 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE, JACKSON, MICHIGAN 49201

November 16, 2022

City Manager and City Council
City of Jackson

161 W Michigan Avenue
Jackson, M| 49201

RE: City of Jackson Arborist

Dear City Manager and City Councilmembers:

The Environmental Commission is recommending the City Council and City Manager consider a
staffing addition in the form of an ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) Certified Arborist.

An addition of an arborist to the staff in the City of Jackson can serve many purposes. These
benefits include but are not limited to management of existing trees, environmentally
responsible plans for new trees, and measurement of, and improvement to, our city canopy.

This step would allow Jackson to take a crucial step in applying for a “Tree City USA Certification”,
an award that is already bestowed on over 125 communities in Michigan. Other steps include
establishing a Tree Ordinance, a tree management budgetary allocation, and celebrating Arbor
Day. Responsibly and sustainably managing our community tree cover improves community
temperatures, increases home energy efficiencies, improves water and air quality, and even
raises property values.

Sincerely,

Kot g

Kelli Kazmier
Environmental Commission Chair



