ONLINE TOOL KEEPS CITY RESIDENTS
UPDATED ON CONSTRUCTION WORK

City of Jackson residents
interested in receiving a
weekly update on street con-
struction within the City this
summer are in luck.

Workers within the City’s
Engineering Division and
Public Information Depart-
ment have collaborated to
create a “Dig Jackson” week-
ly email newsletter residents
can sign up for to receive up-
to-date information on street
construction within Jackson.

“We created a tool where
interested citizens can re-
ceive the necessary infor-
mation on street construc-
tion projects to avoid closed
streets and be in the know,
and were constantly refining
it,” Public Information Offi-
cer Will Forgrave said. “We
understand its difficult to
get around Michigan in the
summer and fall, and we're

Construction crews work on the corner of Pearl and Jackson streets.

doing our best to inform sign up for the weekly email.
residents so they can do just Work started on six proj-
that” ects within the City, includ-
Those interested can go ing portions of West Avenue
to www.digjackson.comto and Pearl Street downtown.

Other projects on the
docket include portions of
Francis Street, Jackson Street,
Mechanic Street and select
parking lots, among others.

A Message from Jackson Mayor Bill Jors

More and more every
day, Jackson has the ingre-
dients necessary to grow
and become a more vibrant
community.

It seems like every time
I sit down to write these
messages every couple of
months, more good news
happens within our City.

For starters, the City is
in the process of purchas-
ing, and will demolish, two
blighted properties on the
corner of Jackson Street
and Louis Glick Highway
downtown, with contrac-
tors already lining up to
build bigger and better de-
velopments. Some might
point to a closed meeting

where City Council negoti-
ated the purchase of these
properties as a negative -
but rest assured, city leaders
did so in the best interest of
taxpayers, saving hundreds
of thousands of taxpayer
dollars in the process.

Downtown Jackson con-
tinues to thrive and be a
magnet for positive devel-
opments, including new
apartment spaces and res-
taurants announcing every
month their intention to
make downtown Jackson
home.

Furthermore, manufac-
turing outside the City’s
core continues to grow, with
Multimatic moving into the

City’s industrial park and
bringing with it about 80
new manufacturing jobs to
area residents.

New jobs within the City
of Jackson continue to low-
er the area’s unemployment
rate, which has recently
dropped below the state
and national averages and
rests at 4.9 percent, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

Finally, while it does
make driving in the City
cumbersome, a multitude
of street construction proj-
ects are bolstering Jackson’s
infrastructure this summer
and fall, with some projects
already underway.

For these reasons and

others, the future looks
bright in Jackson!

Mayor Bill Jors




DID YOU KNOW?

Unemployment drops to 4.9 percent

For the sixth straight
year, unemployment in the
City of Jackson has fallen,
according to data compiled
by the United States Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

The USBLS recently re-
leased unemployment data
for February 2016, which
shows that the “Jackson,
MI Metropolitan Statistical
Area” dropped to a 4.9 per-
cent unemployment rate
in February, down from
6 percent the year before.
The graph below shows the
downward trend for the
City’s unemployment rate
every February beginning
in 2007.

The bureau com-
piles unemploy-
ment data for
metropolitan
areas around
the coun-
try every
month.

2010 - 13.8% Unemployment

“Every major economic
indicator is showing wus
that Jackson is on the re-
bound,” City Manager Pat-
rick Burtch said. “Whether
it's home values on the rise
or unemployment trend-
ing down, the City contin-
ues to grow and prosper
year after year”

During the height of
the recession in July 2009,
Jackson had its highest
rate of unemployment at
15.7 percent, highlighting
double-digit  unemploy-
ment numbers from Janu-
ary 2009 through August
2011.

Last November, unem-
ployment within the city’s
statistical area fell to 3.8
percent, the lowest
recorded percent-
age in more than
a decade.

Jackson is outpacing
both the State of Michigan
and the United States as a
whole with the most recent
unemployment data, sta-
tistics show. The state cur-
rently shows 5.4 percent
unemployment while the
U.S. sits at 5 percent.

“As the city continues to
foster economic develop-
ment and growth, we hope
to continue to outpace state
and national figures,” Pub-
lic Information officer Will
Forgrave said. “It's no secret
that when new businesses
like Multimatic decide to
call Jackson home and bring
80 new jobs with them, that
unemployment percentages
trend downward.”

Beginning in February
2007 and ending in 2016 of
the same month, Jackson’s
unemployment  percent-
ages are as follows: 7.8, 7.8,
12.6, 13.8, 10.6, 9.1,
8.9, 7.9, 6.0 and
4.9 percent.
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“Like” the City of Jackson’s Facebook page
for up-to-date information on what’s
happening in your community!
www.facebook.com/cityofjacksonmi/
y,

HOLIDAY
CLEANUP
A BIG
SUCCESS

Jackson and Consumers
Energy employees worked
together last month to clean
areas within the City in hon-
or of Earth Day on April 22.

The partnership highlights
the first time the two organi-
zations have worked together
to clean up trash and litter
within the city as part of the
utilities’ cleanup efforts ev-
ery April. Consumers Energy
employees and city officials
worked for weeks to prepare
for the cleanup efforts in four
areas within the City of Jack-
son.

More than 100 volunteers
from the City and utility
picked up litter and trash at
Loomis Park, the Martin Lu-
ther King Equality Trail (for-
merly the inter-city trail), Ella
Sharp Park and in downtown
Jackson.

The city provided garbage
bags for the pickups.

“Consumers Energy has
been a great corporate citizen
for our community; Coun-
cilman Derek Dobies, 6th
Ward, said. “Partnering to
clean up our downtown and
other areas on Earth Day un-
derscores that commitment””

Jackson Mayor Bill Jors
agreed with Dobies. Jors
helps organize similar clean-
up efforts around the city pe-
riodically with volunteers.

“Hopefully this event will
spur more events on Earth
Day and become an annual
tradition,” Jors said. “Every
little bit helps, thats what
Earth Day is all about”



