JPAC RESTORES SCULPTURE

After the Weatherwax
Foundation donated grant
funds to the City of Jackson
to both beautity Ella Sharp
Park and restore the Sum-
mer Night Tree sculpture in
downtown Jackson, officials
got to work on the project.

Through private dona-
tions and grants, Jackson
Public Arts Commission
members worked to have
the sculpture restored to
its former glory. The sculp-
ture, created by artist Louis
Nevelson, was sandblasted
to remove old paint and
rust, before it was again
painted.

Since its installations in
1978, the sculpture has be-
come a cultural asset to the
City of Jackson, and its resto-
ration was a top priority for
JPAC, officials said.

The sculpture - last ap-
praised at $4 million by a
New York art appraising
firm - is expected to last an-
other 30 years after its res-
toration.

A crowd gathered at the
sculpture in late October to
celebrate its restoration. At

A crowd gathered at the Summer Night Tree sculpture in downtown Jackson
last month to celebrate its restoration.

the celebration, the Phil and
Pat Willis Foundation pre-
sented a $5,000 check to the
Jackson Public Arts Com-
mission for this continued
efforts to foster and enhance
public art in the City of Jack-
son.

Organizations that con-
tributed to the restoration

include the Weatherwax
Foundation, the James A. &
Faith Knight Foundation,
the Phil and Kim Curtis
Foundation, the Hurst Foun-
dation, the Phil and Pat Wil-
lis Foundation, the Samuel
Camp Foundation and nu-
merous private donors.

“We as a City should be

very proud to have Summer
Night Tree as part of our
metropolis, as it adds to our
town in a very special way,’
local artist and professor
Tom McMillen-Oakley said
at the ceremony. “What Nev-
elson ended up creating was
something very novel and
beautiful”

While the November 7

Jackson did not turn out
the way I and my support-
ers had hoped, I have no re-
grets on what I - along with
City officials and employees
- accomplished these last
two years.

I began this journey as
a concerned citizen who
wanted his streets swept
and his leaves picked up - I
wanted to beautify Jackson
and promote the communi-
ty with a positive message.

election within the City of

I believe I accomplished
what I set out to do dur-
ing my short time on City
Council.

I look forward to seeing
what the new council has in
store for area residents, and
I hope that we continue to
move the City of Jackson in
a positive direction. While
in the private sector, I'll
continue to be a champion
for the City and promote
new home ownership and
small businesses as an of-
ficial at County National

A Farewell Message from Bill Jors

Bank.

I hope to continue to see
business growth, job oppor-
tunities and economic de-
velopment in our commu-
nity. Whether I'm watching
the City grow from a may-
or’s desk at City Hall or my
home, I have faith in the
direction this community is
headed.

For these reasons and
many others, the future
looks bright in Jackson!

Bill Jors




DID YOU KNOW?

New Art Exhibit at CP Federal City Square

In addition to restoring
the Summer Night Tree
Sculpture in downtown
Jackson, officials at the
Jackson Public Arts Com-
mission have stayed busy
this season working to up-
date the exhibit at CP Fed-
eral City Square.

Recently, the art exhibit
on the north side of the
structure was updated to
include artwork from Jack-
son-native Philip C. Cur-
tis and textile artist Marie
Fisher.

“It's truly an honor
to have the opportunity
to display and share fine
art of this caliber,” JPAC

Chairwoman Stacy Har-
rison said. “Through his
education and love of art,
Curtis developed a master-
ful technique that needs to
be seen to be appreciated.”

Harrison said the work
sets a “very high standard”
for future exhibits and pro-
motes an altruistic tone
for sharing the wealth and
beauty of our regional his-
tory and artwork.

Curtis was born in Jack-
son, and was first exposed
to painting while a student
at Albion College. Follow-
ing his education locally,
he graduated from the
School of Fine Art at Yale

University in 1936. In 1937
he helped to establish the
Phoenix Art Center, which
later became the Phoenix
Art Museum.

In 1949, at the age of
42, Curtis had his first solo
exhibition at the San Fran-
cisco Museum of Art.

His artwork presents an
imagined vision of Ameri-
cana influenced by the
magic world of the circus
and by the artist’s memo-
ries of his childhood in
Michigan, his biography
reads.

The exhibit is set to be
on display through the end
of November.

Jackson will be on display through November.

The Philip C. Curtis art exhibit at the CP Federal City Square in downtown
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“Like” the City of Jackson’s Facebook page
for up-to-date information on what’s
happening in your community!
www.facebook.com/cityofjacksonmi/
v,

MEET
YOUR
NEW
COUNCIL

Following the election
Nov. 7, a number of new
faces as well as familiar faces
in new roles will begin their
terms as City Council mem-
bers Dec. 1. Elections were
organized for five out of the
seven seats within Jackson
City Council.

Former 6th Ward Coun-
cilman Derek Dobies won
his bid to serve as Jackson’s
mayor, defeating incumbent
mayor Bill Jors by a vote of
2,259 to 1,818.

The mayor serves a two-
year term while council
members serve four-year
terms.

Replacing Dobies in his
seat within the 6th Ward will
be Colleen Sullivan, who de-
feated three challengers Nov.
7. Sullivan garnered 709 votes
while Jeffrey Feahr, John Wil-
son and Matthew Swartz-
lander earned 489, 230 and
66 votes, respectively.

In the 5th Ward, incum-
bent Andrew Frounfelker
defeated challenger Susan
Murdie 251-73.

Challenger Jeromy Alex-
ander won the 3rd Ward seat
by a tally of 331-310 to beat
incumbent Daniel Greer.

In the 1st Ward, incum-
bent Arlene Robinson won
with roughly 85 percent of
the vote.

The new City Council will
begin their terms Dec. 1, and
take their public oathes of of-
fice at the Dec. 5 City Coun-
cil meeting (See Pg. 3).
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